
    DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 December 2013 DRAFT    
     
Present David Cooper (DC) Keith Fletcher (KF)    Peter Lemaire (PL)    David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)  

Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
 
Pre-meeting 
The councillors were pleased to welcome David Clack, OCC Area Steward for South Oxfordshire. Mr Clack 
outlined the role of Steward, explaining that 4 area reps – who inspect reported defects and problem - & 4 
statutory street inspectors – who monitor the condition of roads on a regular basis – report to him. His 
team has responsibility for highways and highway-connected matters. He works closely with the OCC 
councillors for the area. Questions were raised about clearing ragwort, parking at Lewknor, speeding, & the 
S106/CIL money set aside for Clacks Lane.  
 
120 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 

121 Declarations of interest: None 

122 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed. Minute 93 (October meeting) was 
amended & signed.  

 
123 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. There has been no progress in the matter of a safe walkway in Cat Lane; 

Caroline Newton says she will chase. Jill Brooks – Rural Housing Enabler at ORHP – had been asked 

to arrange a meeting of councillors, a SODC Planning Officer & herself to try to progress the matter 

of affordable housing. She reported today that SODC now believes the land owned by Felix 

Bloomfield opposite the Shepherd’s Hut is a suitable Rural Exception Site, & SOHA will be 

approaching FB. Clerk to meet Jill Brooks. Biffa will collect Christmas trees for recycling from the 

Common car park Tuesday 21 January. They will send posters. Benson Sawmills will replace the 7 rotting 

posts on the play equipment, & the side bar to the steps. Michael Rawnsley – the “new” PCSO – 

had asked for a meeting but this has proved impossible to arrange so need to write to him about 

speeding. Gordon Hunt – OCC Drainage Engineer – confirmed that if the culvert beneath 

Cottesmore Lane is blocked – ie the water level is higher one side than the other – then 

responsibility for clearing lies with his department. If the flow is obstructed elsewhere, it is the 

responsibility of the riparian landowner. If a friendly chat fails – or the landowner is unknown – 

then Monson Engineering has the SODC contract to sort it out – either by getting the landowner to 

do it, or by doing the work and billing the landowner. There is a possibility that OCC might make a 

contribution towards clearing the ditch at the recreation area, but the owner of the land on the 

other side of the road should also be approached, as much of the debris comes down the track. A 

message has therefore been left for Richard Davey – no reply to date. Andrew Robson confirmed 

that the Trust does not own the Brook. Re-submitted enquiry about the Shrine to the Land Registry. 

Wrote – as tasked at the last meeting – to the occupants of 2 Rectory Cottages about leaving 

wheelie bins on the road. The letter should have gone to 1 Rectory Cottages, so will write “again”. 

PL has spoken to Ms Perkins at number 2. 

124 County/District Councillors reports  
No district councillors were present. Felix Bloomfield sent a report. Caroline Newton sent apologies, 
and a report.  
 



125     Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
2014/15 budget proposal 
RESOLVED   approved              
2014/15  precept 
RESOLVED  to stay the same - £16,600                                                                                                     Clerk 
Contribution to any broadband celebration 19 December 
RESOLVED   EPC will pay for the hire of the Village Hall                                                                             DC 
Awaiting reply from the VHMC to the letter asking whether any provision is being made towards re-
thatching the Reading Room. Agenda item for February.                                                                     Clerk 

126 Planning    
 P13/S3476/HH & P13/S3477/LB Alterations & extension at 3 Levers Cottage. 

RESOLVED  No strong views.                                                                                                                       Clerk   
P13/S3539/FUL Variation of condition 5 on application reference P13/S2502, Winmill Farm.  
RESOLVED   No strong views                                                                                                                       Clerk                                                                                                                                                 

  
127 Community Governance Review draft proposal to put RAF Benson into one parish     

RESOLVED  councillors re-affirmed that they are content with the current situation, for the many 
reasons stated in the draft letter prepared by DC, which was approved. If approved by Benson PC, 
add this to the letter before sending.                                                                                                        Clerk   

128 Health & Safety     
 KF & Mr Grant are in the process of repairing the swings.   
 
129 The Village Action Plan actions  

RESOLVED  councillors to go through the list. Action planning to be on March agenda.                 Clerk                                                                                                   
                                                                         

130 Village maintenance 
The Friends’ offer to maintain the Shrine at a cost of £150 per year was discussed. 
RESOLVED  an article to be placed in the Ewelme News asking for volunteers. Write to Mr Miners to 
this effect.                                                                                                                                                 PL/Clerk       
RESOLVED  Mrs Sue Cooper & KF were thanked for planting most of the daffodils. RM will plant the 
rest.                                                                                                                                                                     RM                                                                              
Awaiting quote from Azalea Landscapes for next season’s grounds maintenance. Mr Grant kindly 
offered to install the new bin at Green Lane & remove the post at King’s Pool.  
 

131 Correspondence 
RESOLVED  Arrow Accounting was re-appointed as internal auditor for 2013/14.                           Clerk                             
  

 132  Other items of interest 
DC has posted the timetables for 125, & the new Go-Ride, bus service timetables around the village.                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 The meeting closed at 22:20 
 

Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 8 January 2014 
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